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Green Crab

Rock Crab

GREEN CRAB

(Carcinus maenas)

The European Green Crab is native to Europe and North Africa.
They were identified in North America, in Massachusetts, in 1817
and first found in the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 1994.

In Quebec, Green Crab were first identified in the Magdalen
Islands in 2004.

+ Shell size up to 10 centimetres

+ Shell serrated with five sharp spines on each side of the eyes and three rounded lobes
between the eyes

« Colour: green, brown or red

« Tips of the back legs are pointed, slightly flattened and hairy

+ Can survive out of the water for several days

Green Crab are found in sheltered areas with shallow water, generally on muddy, sandy or
pebble bottoms, salt marshes or among vegetation such as seagrasses. They can tolerate To control the spread of Green Crab, it is important

a wide range of water salinities and temperatures. to check and clean your boat and gear for unwanted
hitchhikers. To learn more about the Green Crab visit

The Green Crab is sometimes mistaken for native Rock Crab. Rock Crab can grow larger, www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/species-especes/ais-eae/index-eng.himl.

up to 15 centimetres. Its red/brown or purple coloured shell is broad and oval, with nine

smooth lobes on either side of the eyes. Report
Take a picture and report Green Crab or other invasive
species to Fisheries and Oceans Canada:

+ Can dig up and destroy eelgrass beds, which are important habitat for many species + 1-877-722-4828

+May outcompete other organisms for food and space . DFO.QUEAIS-EAEQUE.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

+ Aggressive predator that feeds on many different species

+ Reduces biodiversity

To control Green Crab, intensive trapping and removal efforts were conducted in
collaboration with partners. Thousands of Green Crab were captured and since then, only
a few have been caught.
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